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PREFACE 
 

 

This book is tailored to meet the needs of preliminary 

written source of Toba Batak morphologically. Morphology has 

several types of issues, including inflectional morphology, 

derivational morphology, and lexical morphology.  

Inflectional morphology deals with changes to the form 

of a word to indicate grammatical features like tense, number, 

and case. Inflectional morphology refers to the addition of  

morphemes to words to change what the words mean in  

sentences.  Inflectional morphology never changes the category 

of its base. Instead it simply suits the category of its base, 

expressing grammatical information that is required in a 

particular language. 

Derivational morphology is concerned with forming new 

lexemes, that is, words that differ either in syntactic category 

(part of speech) or in meaning from their bases. Derivation is 

typically contrasted with inflection, which is the modification of 

words to fit into different grammatical contexts. 

Lexical morphology is the branch of morphology that 

deals with the lexicon that, morphologically conceived, is the 

collection of lexemes in a language. As such, it concerns itself 

primarily with word formation: derivation and compounding. In 

other words, lexical morphology is concerned with the 

formation and structure of the lexical bases of lexemes. It is 

complementary with inflectional morphology; it deals with those 

aspects of the formation and structure of words that are not a 

matter of inflection. 

Therefore, this book is restricted to issues as inflectional 

morphology. Toba Batak belongs to Austronesian family, more 
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specifically Proto-Malay. Toba Batak is one of the 

approximately 742 regional languages in the Unitary State of the 

Republic of Indonesia, which places Indonesia as the country 

with the second-largest number of regional languages in the 

world after Papua New Guinea.  

Toba Batak has its own grammatical and syntactic 

systems that are different from other languages. However, Toba 

Batak as the Austronesian group as Indonesian language has 

similarities in some cases. For example, prefix ma- and suffix -

hon in Toba Batak are the equivalents of prefix me- and  suffix -

kan in Indonesian respectively as in the following examples: 

 

Toba Batak:  

ma- + ajar [ajar] „teach‟  mangajar [maŋajar] „teach‟ 

 

Indonesian:  

me- + ajar [ajar] „teach‟  mengajar [meŋajar]  „teach‟ 

 

Toba Batak:  

buat [buat] „take‟ + hon  buathon [buatton]  

                                            „take it soon‟  

Indonesian:  

ambil [ambil] ’take‟ + kan  ambilkan [ambilkan]  

                                             „take it soon‟ 

 

 Besides, Toba Batak has its own system of orthographic 

and phonetic writing, as displayed below. 
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Patterns of Prefix um- Denoting Comparative Degree  

of Adjectives in Toba Batak 

No 
Initial Phonemes 

of  Adjectives 

Orthographic 

Writing 

Phonetic 

Writing 

1 
[a], [e] 

[i], [o], [u] 

umm- 

e.g.: ummuli 

[umm-] 

e.g.: [ummuli] 

„more 

beautiful‟ 

2 [b] 
um- 

e.g.: umbidang 

[ub-] 

e.g.: 

[ubbidᴧŋ] 

„larger‟ 

3 [d] 
un- 

e.g.: undangol 

[ud-] 

e.g.: 

[uddaŋol] 

4 [g] 
ung- 

e.g.: unggale 

[ug-] 

e.g.: [uggale] 

„weaker‟ 

5 [h] 
uk- 

e.g.: ukhoring 

[uk-] 

e.g.: [ukkᴐriŋ] 

„drier‟ 

6 [j] 
un- 

e.g.: unjahat 

[uj-] 

e.g.: [ujjahat] 

„naughtier‟ 

7 [m] 
um- 

e.g.: ummalo 

[um-] 

e.g.: 

[ummalo] 

‟cleverer‟ 

8 [n] 
un- 

e.g.: unneang 

[un-] 

e.g.: [unnεaŋ] 
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No 
Initial Phonemes 

of  Adjectives 

Orthographic 

Writing 

Phonetic 

Writing 

„lighter‟ 

9 

 

[ŋ] 

ung- 

e.g.: ungngali 

[uŋ-] 

e.g.: [uŋŋᴧli] 

„colder‟ 

10 

 

[p] 

um- 

e.g.: umpadot 

[up-] 

e.g.: 

[uppadot] 

„more serious‟ 

11 

 

[r] 

un- 

e.g.: unringgas 

[ur-] 

e.g.: 

[urriŋgᴧs] 

„more 

diligent‟ 

12 

 

[s] 

un- 

e.g.: unsompit 

[us-] 

e.g.: 

[ussᴐppit] 

„narrower‟ 

13 

 

 

[t] 

 

un- 

e.g.: untiur 

 

[ut-] 

e.g.: [uttiur] 

„brighter‟ 

 

Why I wrote this book 

I wrote this book because of some reasons. Firstly, I am 

aware that books on Toba Batak are very limited. Therefore, 

readers who are interesting in regional languages, especially 

Toba Batak feel difficult to find the right references about Toba 

Batak.  

Secondly, I feel it is very necessary to write THE 

UNWRITTEN STANDARD GRAMMAR RULES of Toba 
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Batak, particularly Patterns of Comparative Degree of 

Adjectives Using the Prefix Um- in Toba Batak  where this book 

is restricted to. In other words, written sources of standard Toba 

Batak are badly needed especially for young generations. 

Thirdly, the concerns that the writer has in mind as a 

native Toba Batak speaker that Toba Batak speakers decrease 

from generation to generation as the impacts of globalization 

where the wide use of Indonesian language as a national 

language and also as the impact of using English as an 

international language is growing fast. This phenomenon can be 

seen factually that regional language and  Indonesian language 

are used nowadays in a number of regions. There are symptoms 

that the use of Indonesian language grows massively in a 

number of districts, therefore, regional language is avoided. 

Despite that the content of this book is restricted to 

Patterns of Comparative Degree of Adjectives Using the Prefix 

Um- in Toba Batak, not only is it important for Toba Batak 

speakers but also for other regional language speakers interested 

in linguistics. This reference book can help everyone to 

comprehend the the patterns of word formation of comparative 

forms of adjectives in Toba Batak from the viewpoint of 

structural morphology. This reference book facilitates readers 

with the natural phenomena of Toba Batak, not only written but 

also oral. However, in order for the readers to get more rigorous 

wit on morphological aspects, it is important that other 

references of Toba Batak be accessed. 

With the reasons that the author has mentioned above, 

the writer does not mean to state that this is the only book that 

covers source of truth of standard Toba Batak. The writer 

realized that this book has not been perfect enough. Therefore, 

critical and constructive comments addressed to 

esronambarita@gmail.com are highly appreciated. 

mailto:esronambarita@gmail.com
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Finally, the author hopes a lot that this reference book is 

useful both for general linguistics universally, and for regional 

language observers particularly.   

     

 

Medan,    Maret 2024 

The Author, 

 

Dr. Esron Ambarita, S.S., M.Hum. 
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